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Hi everyone,

Group emails aren't generally my thing, but this involves me personally and a long-
time goal of mine, and because of the connection I have with you, I'd like to share
this experience and ask your support.

Those close to me will know my passion for water-skiing, I spend most of summer
with a ski in the back of my truck and a wetsuit in the front.

I was invited to compete in the Australian Disabled National Titles over Easter and
was delighted to bring home a gold and a silver medal.

This result has lead to my selection into the national team for the Disabled World
Water Skiing Titles in California in September where I will compete in three events -
Slalom, Trick and Jump.

I have always had a passion to compete in sport at a higher level but until now I have

mailto:Bellsbell@goulburn.net.au
mailto:Bellsbell@goulburn.net.au
mailto:Robbfrancoisleflaneur@me.com
mailto:Robbfrancoisleflaneur@me.com
http://us10.campaign-archive2.com/?u=81862a0e0efac9669223b9183&id=88a4c64bdb&e=e996bc68e3


been unable to make the commitment necessary to do this. I wanted to snow ski at a
national level but could never commit to the busy training schedules, time away from
work and the financial cost associated with the sport.  I am thrilled that water skiing
has now allowed me to overcome this hurdle and am honoured to be able to
represent my country, something I never dreamed possible.

Twelve years ago, with the generous assistance and support of people who barely
knew me, I was able to start water skiing for the first time.

I became a boat owner that year and skied socially for about three years. The next
progression was to learn to barefoot water ski (in which I also compete at a
representative level, but against able-bodied athletes) and more recently I reverted
to skis, competing in my first tournament in 2013 after some persuasion from fellow
disabled skiers. 

This period of practice and learning has been an amazing time, I have made some great
friends, had some incredibly inspirational experiences and along the way I have been
moved by so many people and their stories.

Through Disabled Water Ski Australia we have developed Come n Try days, where we
invite others who are disabled to come out with us on the water. We recently spent a day
with an amputee camp where we took amputee kids out on the water. A young girl, a
double leg amputee, skied for the first time. A little boy with no arms jumped into one of our
skis and off he went. When he finished, he jumped off the boat and swam back to shore.
An effort that earned him the nickname Bob, brought a smile to the face of everyone
around, and served as further inspiration to me.
 
I get as much enjoyment from these experiences as I do from reaching my own personal
goals.



We all judge our ability against those around us. 

When I was diagnosed with cancer, my family met with the parents of Michal Milton.
Michael is a six-time Paralympian, multi gold medalist, Australia’s fastest ever snow skier
and two-time cancer survivor who, only 12 months prior to my operation, had his leg
removed under the same circumstances.  Michael had already started snow skiing again.
You can imagine my delight in finding this out.  To me, he was the person who made tough
physical activity possible again. If Michael could do this, then I could do it. I would still be
able to physically challenge myself, compete with myself and prove myself. I didn’t meet
Michael for another ten years, but I followed his journey closely, using his achievements to
focus and motivate me.

I still snow ski with friends every year, and for me it has been a part of just living a normal
life as an amputee, A Life Without Limits.

Later, Scotty Reardon, the 100m Disabled Athlete Olympic Sprinter, showed me that water
skiing was possible, and more recently, through my own trials and perseverance, I
discovered that barefoot skiing is also possible.

I have never really seen myself as having a disability. Growing up, like every kid, I just
wanted to blend in.  I was lucky.  Put jeans on and you don't know I am an amputee. 

Often people see me on the water and think it’s something special, not just in the disabled
community but also my able bodied friends, family and peers. I don't feel it's something
special, and am still surprised when others do. But I do know that I have always looked to
others for inspiration; from rugby and cricket players at a sporting level, my boss when I
was learning my trade and to guys like Michael and Scotty at a more personal level. 

I hope that through my skiing perhaps I can offer some inspiration to others, to help them
to challenge themselves, to realise their potential and achieve their goals.
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Twenty five years ago something was taken from me that ultimately saved my life. At the
time it was devastating, realising that my life was going to change forever. For me the
physical change has had the smallest impact. What it did was create the person I am
today. It has pushed me to greater limits and higher milestones than I could ever have
imagined. Being selected to represent my country gives me great pride and the honour I
feel is immense. I have been so humbled by the well-wishes and support I have received in
the past weeks and I admit to feeling slightly overwhelmed by the amount of work to do
between now and September. 

To make it to California is going to require intensive training (through the coldest months of
the year in the coldest place in NSW!) and, unlike many athletes, we personally need to
cover the costs of training in the lead up to September and airfares, travel and
accommodation during the event.

Disabled Water Ski Australia has established a fund raising campaign through the
Australian Sports Foundation (ASF) to help the team raise the money we will need to get
there. All funds raised will go towards our travel costs, accommodation, entry fees,
uniforms, training and miscellaneous expenses that arise. Whether a small donation from
an individual, or a corporate sponsor providing significant support, every little bit will help
us get there.

I do apologise for the lack of sophistication of the ASF website and donation process, but
please be assured that I really do appreciate your effort immensely.

Please join us on our journey by clicking here.

Check out this video to see me in action and meet some of the other skiers who hope to
make the trip with me.
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2015 Campaign

Please feel free to share this email to anyone you think may be interested in joining us on
this journey.

If you would like to make a contribution to my personal campaign, I am unable to offer a tax
deductible receipt but have set up a bank account for this purpose and would be greatly
appreciative of your help should that be your preference. To make a Direct Deposit please
use BSB  633111, Acc No 301969721 or you can Paypal transfer by entering my phone no
0408314780 @ Paypal  

Thank you for taking the time to read about my endeavors, I look forward to you joining me
on the journey.  
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